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Hernandez earns Pioneer recognition

By Sara Gray
Staff Writer

RAHWAY, N.J. — Washburn’s
most famous wrestler, James
‘Chico’ Hernandez added another
award to his belt recently when he
received an honorable mention as
part of the annual Pioneers of
American Sambo awards at the
2006 North American Freestyle
Sambo Championships.

The Maine Criminal Justice
Academy self-defense instructor
at the Maine State Prison has won
several championships in his
years on the mat and holds a first-
degree black belt in sambo
wrestling with the British Sambo
Federation and the Bulgarian
Sports Ministry, a first-degree
black belt in hybrid wrestling in

California, a second-degree black
belt in submission fighting with

the Metro Fight Club in Detroit,

Mich., a third-degree black belt in
military combat sambo, a ninth
degree black belt in wrestling
with the Martial Arts Academy of

America and a 10th degree black

belt in sport sambo in Spain, but
it's not his fighting that garnered
him the recognition this time.

The award recognizes individu-
als, who have made great strides
supporting sambo wrestling in the
U.S. Criteria include competition
history, promotion of sambo in
the U.S., literature contributions,
popularization of sambo in the
U.S., character attributes and
other notable achievements in the
sport.

Hernandez certainly has no
shortage of accomplishments on
his resume including being fea-
tured on a Wheaties cereal box in
2001 and being inducted in the
University of Maine Athletic Hall
of Fame, the Illinois Wrestlers
Hall of Fame, the Latin American
World-Wide Martial Arts Hall of
Fame and, most recently, the
Maine Sports Hall of Fame. He
has won several championships in
competitions both nationally and
internationtlly and is currently
ranked no. 1 in the sport in
Maine, no. 2 in New England and
no. 8 in the nation in the executive
division.

Winner of the 2006 Pioneers of
American Sambo Award was
Oleg Taktarov. Other honorable
mentions include Scott Anderson,
Alex Barakov, Lance Campbell,
Pransiskus  Egminus, Jason
Gabrielson, Greg Gibson, Josh
Henson, Vladislav Koulikov,
Leonid Polyakov, Shaun Scott
and Scott Sonnon.
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