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The Octagon sits ominously silent,

awash with high-intensity light as it soullessly awaits its warriors to bring
It to life. This steel-mesh eight-sided cage exists solely for the purpose of

contaimng two men locked in hand-to-hand combat. Armed with nothing
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(U s eompeiifion in s most row
wre] abseduite fogme o s e
suaper Bowl of mixed martml crs
competition. Ciby the best i the
world come here 1o be tested, They
risk grievaus bodliby hamm and, to
Ehem, worse yet, the loss of dignity
mned respiect that comies with bemg
phvsicilly dominated by nnother man
sudidenly, the nomse leve| froamn
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fare becomies deafeaing as the first
Bghter comes Bfo sew and makes hs
wity s thie Olctapony, This s thie
chaflenper and he s the first to enter
L e, A he nersoisly mewes
whout the space that wall soom booome

i lattle some, the crowd hecoines
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or begin to understand.
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more than physical skill and using their limbs and jomnts as
weapons, they possess a mindset few in life will ever attain
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bostar miiabibes inlbo e Gt rousd
withoud wiait scemsed ke rmnch
exchange, Andeer *The Pitbill
Aok had won a technical
knockout over challenger Justm
Eilers, Arlovskn appeared wmtomehed
whike Eilers had reportediy sutleredl
Pveds Brraken hainds, @ broken Toid,
g hroken nnse and 8 knee iy [
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continue the fight.

8w e coaad ke every olher Lighi
A lonski Tias hiad in the past b
weam, and the only challonger he s
font Paed the chance 1o steamraller is
the mijured-yel-remnmg heavywdighl
Clciimasog Frank Mo, When Mir was
seriausly ipured i motorevele
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Arfouski sensationally retains his

= _crowen, whils Elers repartadly

" carries away fram the confest

a breken nose, two broken hands,

i braken feot and & kees injury.




pechdent last year, Arliwskawas
namcd mterim hewmamwieigzhl
champacn. Mir is expecied to return
1o defend his fitle later this yea
(A bout bebween the Two tentatively
seheduled for Cetobser 1 wsas me doghi
il press time,

When the two men do meet,

speoulation ps o wh is the hest
heawyweight UFC fighter in the world
will come to an end. Many beligie
that Ardovski s improvang wnd
paturing a5 b fighter al oo e that will
muitke him unbeatahle by the time hie
ety Wir in the Clotisgon

By all accounis, Arkowski is a beast,
perhaps stereotyped by thisc an
{he outside as o remorschess sadistic
animial who finds oy inomaiming
oihers and is disturbed only by being
umable o actually
Hismember his
opponenls during
afight. Not irec.
Arlovsk 5 an
athbete, & martinl
artist and & oy
wilso has o senze
o limor as
engaging &% Hig
<kills in the
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sumetioned amd
have rules to
preect L
fighters, a5 m
hoxing ar ol

150 FLEX | OCT. 0S5

organized bepitimate pugilistic sports
Unlike boxing, UTC fighters mot only
us=e Lherr Dsts, bul they can mse feel,
knees. elhows and, of course,
submisseodr holds to best an
et
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winminge, bl fighters soch as-Arkovsk)
imatch their diverse skills, glesined
{riam o varseny of martial aris
disciplings, ws well as hosing, (TR
those of other lehters: 10 nat like a
bBarroam brawl or a toughe St-IniLn-in-
town contest where the only goal is 1o
wint by rothiesshy injuring someamne.

Fhese are some of thie best martial

artists i the world and, alihough
| injuries ooour in any full contict
[ sport, ruthless heatings 1o the point

whiere a fighter cannot defend himsell
iare nok alloawed and will be stopped
by the refieree, 105 about measurmg
skill, endurance amd heart agiinsg
that of another hghter, and Arcloy ki
hes heen measured ws oneof the hest
o1 the planet, o fact that would seem
absnlutely riciouloos o lm and
evervomne-n s
wordd s irthe as
12 vears ago;
Ardoamkil grew
iy i Minsk,
Belurus, and
wihien hi wais
vounger, bulhes
often picked on
hin and beal o
up, In 1984, when
he was 14 pears
el b Timiakly Bl

et ancd

muscle snel. he hoped, o kelp Rim
el with bullics: Tt would eventuzlly
hedp him do much more than that,
When hewas B0, he joined thi
police acadeny with plans of
hecoming a policeman, As part ol
his traiming, he lesrned and started
competing ma Russian styie
of submiizssion wrestling calbed Sambic,
Arlowvsk hud Tound s niche and,
since his two vears of weizght traming










